
Voluntary partnership a 'must' to counter recession - 27.03.09

New ways of working with voluntary groups to help people hit by the recession were announced by Sutton Council this week. 

Speaking at an event in the House of Commons, Deputy Leader Cllr Ruth Dombey announced a series of actions the council is taking to help local voluntary organisations weather the recession by:

· Paying funding to voluntary groups in advance rather than in arrears.

· Doubling the money the council pays into the community fund, a pot of cash for voluntary organisations to £10,000 a year

· Launching a campaign to increase the number of volunteers in the borough.

Cllr Dombey was speaking at a parliamentary event hosted by local government innovation body, the Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA). The event was attended by the Minister for the voluntary sector, Kevin Brennan, and saw the launch of a report that highlighted Sutton as one of the best councils for working with the voluntary sector.

Cllr Ruth Dombey,said:

"Partnerships are at the heart of our efforts to help local families and businesses hit by the recession.

"We are working closely with the Citizens Advice Bureau, for example, to make sure people can get free, impartial advice on debt and money matters.

"These groups know what is happening on the ground and work with us to deliver better, more effective services to people in Sutton.

"The new plan will help us work even closer with local charities and organisations to help people in Sutton." 

Ann Kinahan, Director of Sutton Citizen Advice Bureau (CAB), said:

"With increased support from the council since January, the CAB service in Sutton has been able to respond quickly to the increased customer demand without sacrificing its independence.  

"At the same time the CAB has been pleased to join with other agencies to ensure that support for people affected by the recession is as joined up as possible.  

"Partnership work is key to achieving the best results for local people and Sutton Council is particularly good at it."
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